
About the Finale Judges 

Jack Ma, Founder and Director, Alibaba Group; Founder of Jack Ma Foundation; United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals Advocate 

Jack Ma founded Alibaba Group in 1999 and served as executive chairman of Alibaba Group 

from 1999 to September 2019. He served as chief executive officer of Alibaba Group from 1999 

to May 2013. 

Jack currently serves as a member of the Board of Trustees of the World Economic Forum, 

president of the General Association of Zhejiang Entrepreneurs and chairman of the China 

Entrepreneur Club. He has been appointed by the United Nations Secretary General António 

Guterres as co-chair of the UN High-Level Panel on Digital Cooperation since 2018. 

Jack graduated from Hangzhou Normal University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English 

education. 

Strive Masiyiwa, Founder and Executive Chairman, Econet Group 

Strive Masiyiwa is the founder and Executive Chairman of the Econet Group. He serves on 

several international boards including Unilever and National Geographic, and the Global Advisory 

boards of Stanford University and the Council on Foreign Relations. A board member of the 

Rockefeller Foundation for 15 years, he also served as Chairman of the Alliance for a Green 

Revolution in Africa until August this year (now Chair Emeritus). In September 2019, Masiyiwa 

was awarded the prestigious World Food Prize Medallion. 

Strive is a co-founder of the Carbon War Room and the Global Business Coalition on Education, 

is co-chair of Pathways for Prosperity Commission and serves as commissioner on the Global 

Commission on Adaptation. Strive also serves on Advisory Board of the Bloomberg New 

Economy Forum, and drives continent-wide digital transformation as the only private sector 

member of the SMART Africa Board.  

Since 2013, Strive has devoted his time each week to mentoring the next generation of African 

entrepreneurs through his Facebook page, which has a followership of over four million young 

people from across the continent and the world. He and his wife, Tsitsi, co-founded the Higherlife 

Foundation and are signatories of the Giving Pledge. 

Strive has been selected twice, in 2014 and 2017, to Fortune Magazine’s list of the “World’s 50 

Greatest Leaders” and has received honorary doctorates from Morehouse College, Yale 

University, Nelson Mandela University and Cardiff University. 

Ibukun Awosika, Chairman, First Bank of Nigeria Limited 

Ibukun Awosika is the Chairman, First Bank of Nigeria Limited, Nigeria's premier and most 

valuable banking brand. She is also the founder and CEO of The Chair Centre Group.  

Ibukun chairs a number of corporate and not-for-profit boards amongst which are: Convention on 

Business Integrity (CBI), Digital Jewel Limited, House of Tara International and Afterschool 

Graduate Development Centre (AGDC). She sits on the boards of Cadbury Nigeria Plc., 

International Women's Entrepreneurial Challenge (IWEC), Imperial Gate School and Peniel 

Apartments Limited.  



Ibukun is a graduate of Chemistry from University of Ife (now Obafemi Awolowo University), 

Nigeria; an alumna of the Chief Executive Programme of Lagos Business School; the Global 

Executive MBA of IESE Business School, Barcelona-Spain; and Global CEO Programme of 

Wharton, IESE and China European International Business School (CEIBS).  

As a fellow of the African Leadership Initiative, Aspen Global Leadership Network, Institute of 

Directors and Society for Corporate Governance Nigeria, Ibukun, through her projects aspires to 

use her opportunities in life to help entrepreneurs to create jobs for the large unemployed youthful 

population. She is a member of the Nigerian Economic Summit Group (NESG), served on 

National Job Creation Committee (NJCC), and sits on the International Advisory Board of IESE 

Business School, Barcelona-Spain and the Governing Council of Pan-Atlantic University.  

Ibukun is a multiple award-winning entrepreneur and the first Nigerian recipient of the prestigious 

International Women Entrepreneurial Challenge (IWEC) Award as a nominee of the US 

Department of State in 2008.  

Joe Tsai, Executive Vice Chairman, Alibaba Group 

Joe Tsai joined Alibaba Group in 1999 as a member of the founding team and has served on the 

board of directors since the company’s inception. He was chief financial officer until 2013 and is 

currently executive vice chairman. He serves on the investment committees of Alibaba Group and 

Ant Financial, and is a founding member of Alibaba Partnership. 

From 1995 to 1999, Joe was a private equity investor based in Hong Kong with Investor AB, the 

main investment vehicle of Sweden's Wallenberg family. Prior to that, he was general counsel of 

Rosecliff, Inc., a management buyout firm based in New York. From 1990 to 1993, Joe was an 

associate attorney in the tax group of Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, a New York-based international 

law firm. 

Joe is the governor of the Brooklyn Nets of the National Basketball Association (NBA) and 

chairman of Barclays Center. He is also the owner of the New York Liberty of the Women’s 

National Basketball Association (WNBA) and the San Diego Seals, a professional indoor lacrosse 

team in the National Lacrosse League (NLL). 

Joe is qualified to practice law in the State of New York. He received his bachelor's degree in 

Economics and East Asian Studies from Yale College and a juris doctor degree from Yale Law 

School. 

 


