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above quote is inaccurate.2  The SAIC investigated 503 batches of goods sold on multiple 

e-commerce platforms in China such as JD.com and YHD.com, as well as on Alibaba’s 

Taobao and Tmall platforms.  During the course of the investigation, the SAIC 

discovered that only two batches of goods (0.4 percent of the total) contained counterfeit 

goods. 

II. Sector-Specific Comments 

As noted, the comments that referenced the Alibaba marketplaces came primarily 

from the automotive parts and accessories and apparel industries.  Companies in these 

industries have access to all of the IP enforcement tools that Alibaba makes available to 

all other industries.  In light of the focus of the comments, however, we thought it would 

be helpful to USTR’s assessment if we provided information on the actions Alibaba has 

taken with respect to those two specific sectors.   

A. Automotive Parts and Accessories Sector 

Automobile and automobile parts manufacturers have had great success in 

submitting takedown notices to the Alibaba marketplaces.  The graphs provided as 

Attachment 1 show the number of listings that have been targeted by takedown requests 

from a sampling of individual brands, and compares that figure to the number of listings 

removed as a result of those requests.  The time frame covered by the data is the twelve 

                                                 

2 TWG might be confusing the 2016 report with the 2015 SAIC survey, which, as already explained, has been 
withdrawn due to the serious methodological problems with the document.  Some observers have incorrectly argued 
that 2015 survey found that 60 percent of the products sold on Taobao were counterfeit.  For the reasons explained 
above, the assertion is incorrect.  






























